Minutes of SCSOA Monthly Meeting – October 7, 2011
Waveny House – New Canaan

Meeting called to order at 7:05 by President Joe D’Ascanio

IT problems resulted in the cancellation of the formal educational presentation.
Joe took the opportunity to review a couple of situations which happened recently in games he has officiated and stressed the theme of using an “intellectual approach” to managing the game, an approach he recounted he discussed with Ken Aston at a ref clinic. 
Situation was foul in center of field with quick restart by attacker in position he fell forward to about 4 yards in front of the actual foul. Coach complained loudly that advantage was gained by movement of ball 4 yards at most in a position about 50 yards from the goal. Joe appealed to the group to use good judgment in this situation and let play resume despite 4 yard movement of ball based on following:

· player was fouled so punished once

· bringing ball back 4 yards for inconsequential yardage advantage would be second punishment
· losing quick kick opportunity would be 3rd punishment 

· potential for conflict amongst players in such a situation would be 4th punishment

Joe reminded all that soccer is a dynamic game with much ebb and flow and stopping the game to move ball back 4 yards would detract from that dynamism and put the officials in a position of potentially compromising their ability to control the game and lose credibility, something in higher level matches that may be the difference between a well officiated game and one where the officials detract from the game, a situation that always must be avoided.
After discussion and comments from those in attendance supporting Joe’s advice to “Use reason and judgment”, Bob Victory made a motion to adjourn at 7:45. Seconded by Larry Stowe.

Respectfully submitted,

Robby Casey

Assistant Secretary

